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DE —— 


TO THE- 


Right Worſhipful 
Sir THOMAS CUDDON, 
Chamberlain of the City of London. 


SIR, 


Aſſure my ſelf you cannot be ſurprized to read 
your Worthy Name prefixed to the few following 
impolite Pages. IT dare not tell the World, eſpecially 
without your leave, how much this mean offering 1s 
due to you. Tho' #t were ten times more valuable than 
it is, T know wo perſon can mak? a juſter claint 
thereto. I never thonebt any thing of mine worthy 
of publick Cogniſance, and have therefore conſtantly 
declined Abe Preſs, into which at this time [1 
am tantum non preſſed. Of two Evils I bave 
choſen the leſs, judging it better that this ſhould 
go abroad from my own Pen, rather than from an- 
others. Suh as it is, T bumbly offer it to your hand, 
which gave me no ſmall occaſion to preach it. I con- 
feſs I bad another Argument which ſomewhat in- 
elined me to this Publication. I have fo nmcb ſa- 
| 115f action 
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"The PREFACE. 
tzfaGion in what my Congregation hath done, tho 
at their great Charge, - in Building ſuch a conveni- 
ent an4 decent Synagogue for the Solemn Worſhip of 
God, that (if. I may ſpeak it without vanity) I was 
willing to leave behind me, now that I am going out 


of the World, being in my Seventy Seventh Tear, 


ſomething that might be a Memorial of this Building 
to Poſterity in the next Generations : For it . may be 
faid in this ſenſe, Littera ſcripta manet. And [ 
ray God to remember. them for good, and all that 
aſſiſted them in this Work, and not wipe out all the 
good Deeds which they bave done for this Houſe of 
God, 'and for the Offices thereof. Sir, I am far 
» from pretending to add any Honour to, am only de- 
- firous to make this ſmall Teſtimony 'of the greater —j—- 
 Honour-1 bawve for Sir T. C. whoſe ſawonrable Ac- 
ceptation--and Patronage thereof, ſhall always be e- 
fteemed, by me, 'a very great Honour to, and ſtrong 
- Obligation upon, | 


. 'SIR, 

- 7 3* . Your Worſhip's moſt Humble 
yet Ambitious Servant, | 

J. F. 
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SERMON 


At IPSWICH in SUFFOLK, 


At the opening of a New Ereded Meeting-Houſe, 
| April 26. 1700. 


EXOD. xx. 24. 


Iz all places where I record my Name, I will come 
unto thee, and I will bleſs thee. | 


Sinaz, in Thunder, Lightning, Smoak, and ſound of 
Trumpet, as we read in the latter part of the for-. 
mer.Chapter, and the former- part of this, taketh occaſion 
from his manner of ſpeaking to them, to caution them againſt 
Idolatry, Ver. 22, 23.. Te have ſeen that I have talked with 
you from Heaven. Te ſhall not make with me Gods of Silver, 
zeither ſhall ye make unto you Gods of Gold : Tho' never fo 
2. "Mi -* _: coltlys 


'S OD having delivered his Law to Iſrael, upon Mount 
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* coſtly; tho' like Nebuchadnezzar's Image of Gold' ſet up in 
the Plain of Dara, Dan. 3. 1. Whoſe height was threeſcore Cu- 
bits, and breadth fix Cubits : So Moſes doth caution them, 
Dent. 4. 15. Take ye good heed unto your ſelves ( for ye ſaw no 
manner of ſimilitude in the day that the Lord ſpake unto you in 
Horeb)) leſt you corrupt your ſelves, and make you a graven 1- 
mage, $c. 

God having thus prohibited Idolatry, inſtitutes his own 
holy, true Worſhip, which ſhould be acceptable to him, 
Ver. 24. Where are two Words of God : A Word of Com- 
mand, and a Word of Promile. 

1. A Word of Command. 


An Altar of Earth ſhalt thou make unto me, and ſhalt Sacrifice 


thereon thy Burnt-Offerines and thy Peace-Offerings, thy Shee 
and Gn Oew. Th is the firſt place, in Hoiy *s hone 
where God records his Inſtitution of Altar and Sacrifice. 
Not but that theſe were inſtituted before of God, by Reve- 
lation to Adam, and the ſucceeding Patriarchs : For, before 
Moſes, there was no Written Word of God ; but Religion 
and the true Worſhip of God, firſt revealed to Adam, de- 
{cended, by Tradition, from Generation to Generation, till 
the days of Moſes. ThatSacrifices were of God's Appointment 
even from thedays of Adam,appears from Heb. 11. 4. By Faith 


Abel offered an excellent Sacrifice, &c. If Abel had uvt had 


a Word of Inſtitutton from God, he could not have Offer- 
ed in Faith. And he muſt have an Altar too from God ; 
for, ſaith Chriſt, Marth. 23. 19. The Altar ſan@ifieth the Gift ; 
which it could not, if it were not of God. By this Tra- 
dition Noah built an Altar, 'and Offered Burnt-Offerinss 
thereon, Ger. 8. 20. And Abraham did the like, Ger. 12. 8. 
- 13. 4 So likewiſe [ſaac, Gen. 26. 25. and Jacob, Gen. 33, 20. 
This 1s God's Command. 

2. A Word of Promiſe, in the Text, In all places where I 
record, q. d. Where-ever I ſhall give thee occaſion to Wor- 
. (hip 


ſhip me, I will indifferently accept thee, as well in one place 
as in another. Where I record ##y Name, That is the Cha- 
rater of the Place of God's Worſhip. The Memorial of 
God's Name relates to all God's Ordinances. That is a 
Man's Name, by which he is known; and that is God's 
Name, by which he is known. Now God is known by his 
Ordinances, Pſc 76. 1, 2. In Judah is God known, his Name 
is great in Iſrael: In Salem alſo is his Tabernacle, and his 
dwelling place in Zion. Recording of God's Name, is the 
Solemn Adminiſtration of his Ordinances, as I/z. 66. 3. He 
that burneth Incenſe. In the Original Text VIQ, the ſame 
Word with this in the Text, He that recordeth with Incenſe, 
T will come unto thee ;, that is, I will, in a ſpecial manner, be 
preſent with thee. The Tabernacle which Moſes reared up 
in the Wilderneſs, where God's Name was recorded, was 
called 1910 738, The Tabernacle of the Congregation, fo 
'tis generally render'd, but may as properly be render'd, The 
Tabernacle of Meeting, denoting not only the Peoples meet-. 
ing together to Worſhip God, but alſo God's meeting with 
them, as God himſelf ſaith to Moſes, Exod. 25. 22. There I 
will meet with thee, Exod. 29. 42, 43. At the door of the Ta- 
bernacle---- where I will meet you, And there I will meet with 
the Children of Iſrael. So Exod. 3o. 6, 36. 

From the Text we ſhall obſerve two things. 

I. There ought to be Places for God's Solemn Worſhip, 
where his Name is to be recorded, his Ordinances admini- 
ſtred. When ſuch Places were firſt appointed and ſet apart, 
is not mentioned in Scripture, nor was there need of it : 
For Reaſon and tae Light of Nature doth certainly dictate 
this. Time and Place are univerſal Accidents, belonging 
to every thing in the World. Q2nod nunquam et non et, 
&* quod nuſquam et non eff. That which never is, or no 
where 1s, 1s not at all. We read, Ger. 4. 26. Then begar 
men to call upon the Name of the Lord, i. e. They ſolemnly 
B 2 Aflembled 
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Aſſembled together to Worſhip God. £o doth that Phra& 
in Scripture often fignific, as Zeph. 3. 9. 1 Cor. I. 2. Jer. 10. 
25. Pſ. 14. 4 Prayer being a chief part of Worſhip, is put 
for the whole Worſhip of God. Whereas before, when 
there were but few Men in the World, Men Worſhipped 

God apart in their Families. Now when Men were mul- 
_ tiplied, as -doubtleſs they were when Eros was Born, for 
he was Born in the 235th Year of the World, Gez. 5..then, 
noqueſtion, they had more conunon. and greater Aſſemblies, 
where they called upon the Name of the Lord. So Ger. 
13. 4. for Abraham had a very numerous Family, as ap- 
pears, Ger. 14. 14 Moſt probable it is, That Adam ob- 
ſerving the degeneration of-his Poſterity, and the corruption 
of the Worſhip of God, eſpecially by Carr's Poſterity, be- 
gan to ſeparate: the Godly, and gather them into particu- 
lar Congregations, that, by publick Prayer, Preaching the 
Word, Sacrifices, and other Exerciſes of Religion, he might 
preſerve them from the common - groiſs Corruptions and 
Prophaneneſs of the World, whereby they obtained the Ha- 
nourable Name of the Sons of God, Ger. 6. 2.. To which 
purpoſe there muſt have been ſome publick Places where- 
In they Aſſembled to perform ſuch Worſhip. Such Places 
of publick Religious Aſſemblies were choſen by Men. But 
afterward, in-the days of Moſes, God tells the Jews, who 
were his only viſible Church, that he would chooſe a place 
where to put his Name, Dez. 12. 5. which he did at S41- 
lob firſt, in.the Tribe of Ephraim, Joſh.' 18. 2. and after- 
ward at -Feruſalew, viz. The Temple built by. Solomor. 
This place .being but one. and that to which they were to 
bring their Offerings and Sacrifices, -was a Type of Chriſt, 
the only Mediator between God and Man, through whom 


all Spiritual Sacrifices are acceptable to God. 


But 
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But beſides the Tabernacle and the Temple, the Fewi/h 
Church had their other lefler Places of Worſhip, where 
they met every Sabbath-Day. They were ' obliged to 
meet at the Tabernacle, and after at the Temple, but 
three times in the Year, at the three Principal Feaſts, 
viz. The Feaſt of the Paſſover, the Feaſt of Weeks, and 
the Feaſt of Tabernacles, Dewt.. 16. 16. But they were 
bound to keep the Sabbath every Week.. To which 
purpole they had their Synagogues. AF&. 15. 21. Moſes 
of old time, hath, in every City, them that preach him, be- 
ing read in the Synagogues every Sabbath-Day. Pſ. 74. 8. 
They have burnt up all the Synagogues of God in the Land.; 
which intimates that they. were - many, as. they mult 
needs have. been for the Weckly Sabbath Worſhip. 
Thus it was with the Jewiſh Church, while the Ceremo- 

nial Legal Worſhip continued. | 
But as concerning the Chriſtian Church; Chriſt tells 
the Woman. of Samaria, enquiring, Where. is the place 
of God's Worſhip? John 4. 21. The hour' cometh, when ye 
ſhall, neither in this Mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, wor- 
ſbip the Father. Yet ſtill there were to be Places wherec- 
in Chriſtian Aflemblies ſhould meet for ſolemn. Wor- 
ſhip. The Apoſtle Pax, Rom. 16. 5. Doth Sabrte Priſ- 
cilla & Aquill«, and, after no very ſhort Parenthefis, ad- 
deth, Likewiſe greet the Church that is in their Houſe; and 
L Cor. 16. 19. When he {ends Salutation trom them ro the 


Corinthians, he adds withall, With the Church that 3s in 


their Houſe. Some think, thaz becauſe there might-be ſc- 
veral M-mbers of their Family, truly. Pious and Chriſtian, 
therefore St. Pax calls therm a Church. But the word 
e:zanme render d Church, doth properly fignifie an 
Ailembly, whether Civil, as A@. 19. 32, 39. or Religi- 
ous, as moſt frequently it doth. And if the Apoſtle 
mzaneth only the Family by that word, ſure. 15ſt | 
an 
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and Aqilla were part of the Family, and then twice (a- 
luted. It is more probable that this word Church doth 
ſignifie, that ſome part of their Houſes was the place 
where the Neighbouring Chriſtians were wont to Atlem- 
ble to' Worſhip God. The like phraſe the Apoſtle uſeth 


alſo, Col.- 4- 15. and Philem. v. 2. But if Church in their 


Houſe, fignifie only the reſt of Chriſtian Believers in the 
Family, why doth not the Apoſtle falute others in like 
manner, whoſe Families were Chriſtian, as Rox. 16. 10, 
II, 14, I5. whom he calleth not the Church in. their 
Houſe, but the Houſhold, or Brethren, or Saints? which 
maketh what I ſaid before probable, But undeniable is 
that 1 Cor. I1. 20, 22, 34. When ye come together into one 
place. . That one place was diſtin& from their Dwellings, 
2. 22. and from their Homes, v.34. To which add allo that, 
AF. 28. 30, 31. St. Paul's Houſe was the place whi- 
ther the Chriſtians reſorted to hear the Preaching of the 
Goſpel by St. Paul. Such necefſary places are all the 
publick Churches thronghout the Chriſtian World, where- 
in the Name of God 1s recorded by the Diſpenſation 
and Adminiſtration of his Ordinances. So much for that 
- firſt Obſervation, That there ought to be Places for God's 
Solemn Publick Worſhip. 

O8ſ. 2. God doth promiſe his ſpecial Prefence and Bleſ- 
fing to his People, where-ever Afſembled to diſpenſe and 
partake of his Ordinances. Such a Promiſe is that, Maze. 
18. 20. Where twoor three, much more where two or three 
hundred or a thouſand, «re gathered together in his Name, 
there will he be in the midſt of them. So Matth. 28. 20. 
Which is a Promiſe to the Apoſtles and their Succefſors, 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in their Adminiſtrations to 
the People, to be with them to the End of the World; 
and ſo a Promiſe even to us. as well in our Genera- 
tion, as to them in their Generation. 

Queſt. 


© 
Fg 


Si 
Queſt. What is this Preſence of God ? 
Anſw. God's Eſſential Preſence is every where. He fill- 
eth Heaven and Earth. Yer. 23. 24. Pſ. 139. 7, 8, 9, &c. 
Whither ſhall T flee from thy Preſence © But when God is 
{aid to come to, or be preſent with Men in one place more 
than inanother, this denotes a ſpecialty of Preſence. What 
that is, 1s to be Enquired. 
y r. A very Learned Interpreter of difficult Scriptures, 
as any in this laſt Century, Mr. Joſeph Mede, maketh this 
to conſiſt in God's Train or Retinue, »is. His being at- 
tended with his Angels. Obſerve here Per. 23. together 
with the Text, Te have ſcer how I have talked with you 
from Heaven, -— Ir all places --- T will come unto thee. As 
if God had ſaid, Yon have had experience of my Pre- 
fence now on Mount $iaz, I have here been with you, and 
ſpoken to you, ſo will I come to you in all other places 
where record my Name. Now the Lord deſcended on 
Mount Sizaz attended with his Heavenly Train of Angels, 
who were his Inſtruments of the Thunder and Lightning, 
and Fire and Smoak, and ſound of Trumpet, and quak- 
ing of, the Mount, and delivery of the Law. Which 
tho nof expreſled here by Moſes, yet is expreſled in 
other Scriprure, as Pfſ..68;17. The Chariots of God are 
twenty thouſand, even thouſands of Angels. The Lord is a- 
mong them as in Jinat in the holy place. AQts 7. 53. Ste- 
phen tells the Jews, They had received the Law by the diſ- , 
pofetion of Angels. Gal. 3.19. The Law was ordained b | 
| Angels in the hand of a Mediator. Heb. 2. 2. If the 1 
b word ſpoken by Angels, 8&:c. Thus Py. 138. 1, 2.-— Before "| 
the Gods will I ſing praiſe unto thee. I will worſhip towards 
| thy holy Temple. The Gods, that is, the Angels, ſo 
called Pf. 97. 7. Worſhip him all ye Gods ; which the A- 
poſtle quoting, Hebr. 1. 6. tranſlates, Let all the Angels 
; of God worſhip him. To this agreeth the Viſion of I/2zah, 


Ch. 
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Ch. 6. 1, 2, 3. I ſaw the Lord fitting upon a Throne, high 
and lifted up, and his train filled the Temple: What that 
Train was, he tells us, Ver, 2. Above it ſtood the Seraphims 
and one cryed to another, and ſaid, Holy, Holy, Holy is 
the Lord of Hoſts. Hence it was, that the Curtains of 
the Tabernacle, the Walls and Doors of Solomon's Tem- 
ple were wrought and carved with Cherubims, Exod. 26. 
36, 27. Chap. and 1 King. 6. 29,32. to ſignifie that where 
God's Name 1s recorded there the holy Angels, as in Du- 
ty bound, do give their attendance. Ir is too obſervable, 
that where God is ſaid to come, there is mentioned this 
his attendance of Angels, as Jude Ver. 14. Behold, The 
Lord cometh with ten thouſands of his Saints, 1o'tis in our 
tranflation, but in the original, With his holy Myriads, 
or Ten Thouſands that is his Angels; which probably is 
the meaning of 1 Theſſ. 3. 13. Thus Matth. 16. 27. The 
Son of Men ſoall come in the Glory of his Father, with his 
Angels. Matth. 25. 31. When the Son of Man ſhall come 
in his Glory, and all the holy Angels with him. 2 Thell.1.7. 
The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, with his migh- 
ty Angels. All which do very aptly conſpire together to 
make this the ſenſe of God's coming to his People in 
their Religious Aſſemblies, viz. Attended with his Train 
of Angels. And if this be the meaning of God's ſpecial 
Preſence in the Places where his Name 1s recorded, That 
very Text, 1 Cor. 11. 10. 1s very eaſily underſtood, For 
this cauſe ought the Woman to have power on her head, be- 
cauſe of the Angels ;, that is, The Woman ought to have 
a Covering or Veil over her Head, .in token of her ſub- 
jection to the Man, as Rebecca covered her Self with a 
Veil when ſhe met 1/azc, Ger. 24. 65. So would the A- 
poltle have Women Covered in the Congregation, leſt the 
Angels be offended at their unſeemly behaviour. 


2. But 
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. Qneſt. But if this be the meaning of God's {pecial 
Preſence, what terve theſe Angels for > And what Office 
do they in the Aſſemblies of Gcd's People ? 

Anſw. Their Prelcence in Church Afemblies is not a 
bare naked Preſence, without Scrvice: Nor is their Pre- 
{ence only to, honour God and gloriftie himaccording to 
1/2. 6. 3. but for benctit to the Aflembly , for it is the 
inatter of God's Promite, and theretore muſt be ſome good 
and ſpiritual Profit: to the Church. As Hebr. 1. 14. Arr: 
gels are yr oy Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them: 


- who ſhall be heirs of Salvation. It ſhould not ſeem ſtrange 


ro us that Angels may have ſcme influence upon the 
Hearts and Minds of Men, not immediately, bar through 
our ſenſitive Faculties, into which theſe ſubtle Spirits can 
infinuate themſelves, particularly into our Imagination or 
Fancy, which Philolophers call Speculum IrtelleFus, 2 
Looking-glaſs to the Underltanding: Where arc impre(- 
ſed the Specics or -Images of ſuch Objz&s as have paſſed 
through our External Senſes; of theſe Images which theſe 
Spirirs find in the Fancy, may they form the Images of 
ſuch Objects as they would have the Underſtanding to 
apprehend ; which the Underſtanding, while looking on 
che Fancy, as it muſt do, in its natural operation, doth 
preſently, and unawares, apprehend. Even, -as when I 
am looking on my own Face in a Glaſs, another holds 
tomething over my Shoulder, the Image whereof is ſhed 
upon the Glaſs betore me, and I cannot but perceive it. 
But whatever the Modus of this operation be, it is not 
to be doubted, but evil Angels, Devils, have an influ- 
ence upon the Hearts and Minds of Men, to tempt and 
move to Evil, 1 Chroz. 21. 1. Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, 
and provoked David to rumber the people, Joh. 13. 2. The 
Devil put it into thegrart of Judas Iſcariot to betray bis Ma- 
iſter. Act. 5. 3. Peter faid to — why hath Satan filled 

thy 
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thy Heart to lye to the holy Ghoſt, No leſs influence 


ſurely have good Angels, to move and ſuggeſt that 
which ng to the Hearts and Minds of Men: As 


evil Counſel, Examples, Opportunities, Objeds, Corrup- 
tions are invifibly improved by Satan to make Men 
worſe ; ſo may good: Counſel, Examples, the Prayers of 
the Congregation, the Miniſtry of the Word and Sacra- 
ments be improved and ſucceeded by the inviſible Mi- 
niſtry of good Angels to make - Men better. Which 
Office without doubt good Angels are very willing and 
defirous to perform, tor as Chriſt ſaith, Lake 15. 10. - 
There is joy in the preſence of the Angels of God over one 
Sinner that repenteth. 

2. The ſpecial preſence of God. here promiſed, is the 
reſence of God by his Spirit, Johr 14. 16, 17, 18. Je- 
us Chriſt having told his Diſciples of his going away, 

doth encourage them by telling them the Father would 
give them another comforter that ſhould abide with thens 
for ever, even the Spirit of truth. And addeth, I will zot 
leave you comfortleſs, I will come nnto you. So Matth. 28. 20. 
T will be with you in the diſpenſation of my Goſpel to 
the end of the World. As 1f he had ſaid, My Word 
and Ordinances ſhall not be alone, and fo vain, empty 
and unprofitable as they are in themſelves, but the pre- 
ſence and power of my Spiritſhall be with you and with 
them to make them effe&ual. When God made Man at 
firſt, he made him after his one Image, in Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs. When Man fell by Sin, he loſt both his 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. - God who, in infinite Mer- 
cy, defign'd Man's recovery fromhis Fall, in order there- 
to, made two Grand Promiſes, The one of Chriſt to come 
into the World, to fatisfie the Juſtice of God for Sin, 
and to fulfil all Righteouſneſs by which Sinners might 
be juſtified ; The other of the Spiritto work effeCtually in 
rheHeartsof Sinners,whereby they might be RET = 

after 
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after the Image of God in Holineſs, and made meet to be 
Partakersof the Glory to which he did defign them. Unto 
this Spirit muſt be acknowledged the diſpenſation of Ordi- 
nances, He Inſtruds, and Qualtfieth with Gifts, and calleth 
Men to the Office and Work of the Miniſtry. 1-Cor. 12. 7,8, 
&cc. The manifeſtation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal. To one is given the word of Wiſdom, toanother the word 
of Knowledge, &c. Ver. 11. All theſe worketh that one and the 
ſelf ſame Spirit, dividing to every man ſeverally as he will. So 
AQt. 13. 2, 4- The Holy Ghoit ſaid, ſeparate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them ; And 
Ver. 4- They being ſent forth by the Holy Ghoi#, departed 
into Seleucia. So Aft. 20. 28. St. Paul chargeth the Elders 
of the Church of Epheſus to take heed to themſelues, and to 
all the Flock over which the Holy GhoitF had made them O- 
verſeers. And unto the ſame Spirit muſt be acknowledg'd 
the efficacy of the Ordinances ipented by them, Roz. 
I. 16. The Goſpel is the Power of God. Eph. 6. 17. The 
Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit, What can the 
Sword do without the Hand and Arm that weilds it ? 
I Theſſ. 2. 13. The word as it is of God effeFually worketh. 2 
Cor. 10. 4- Mighty through God. 1 Cor. 2. 4.My Preaching was 
in demonſtration of the Spirit and Power, 1. e. The Power 
of the Spirit was evidently ſeen or.felt in it. 1 Cor. 3. 
'6, 7. 1 have planted, Apollo watered, but God gave the in- 
creaſe. So then, neither is he that planteth any rbous, neither 
he that watereth, but God that giveth the increaſe. 2 Cor. 
4. 7. The excellency of the power is of God, and not of us. 
This is it which God promiſeth, when he ſaith, I wil! 
come unto thee,” my Spirit ſhall he with thee. God by his 
Spirit, accompanying his Ordinances, overthroweth the 
Devil's Kingdom , enlighteneth dark Minds, convin- 
- ceth ſecure Sinners, breaketh hard Hearts, humbleth proud 
Hearts, perſwadeth unbelieving and diſabedient Sinners 
and. bringeth them'into the bond of his Covenant, 
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that they may be Saved. God hath not Inſtitut- 
ed his Ordinances in vain ; but, 1/a. 55. 10, 11. As 
the rain cometh down and the ſnow from Heaven and return- 
eth not thither,' but watereth the carth, &c. ſo ſhall my word 
be that goeth forth ont of my month: it ſhall not return unto 
me woid, but it ſhall accompliſh that which T pleaſe. And it 
is obſervable, that in the AFs of the Apoſtles, Where- 
ever they went and preached the Goſpel, among theGen- 
tiles, ſome or other, more or lets, were brought into the 
Faith, and particularly at Corinth, Ads 18.8, 9, 10. Crij- 
pus the chief Ruler of the Synagogue belicved with all his 
houſe, and many of the Corinthians believed and were bapti- 
2cd. Then ſake the Lord to Panl, Be not afraid, but ſpeak, 
for Tam with thee, for T have much people in this Cty. 

' 2. This Promiſe, TI. wilt come unto. thee, doth import 
near Communion between God and his People, and is as 
much as if God had ſaid; Mine Ordinances 1n the uſe 
of them ſhall be the means of Communion. between me 
and thee. Our beſt happineſs confilts #1 Communion 
with God : Perfect; Full' and Uninterrupted Communion 
15 the happineſs of Heaven; a degree whereof is to be 
enjoyed on Earth, eſpecially in Datics and Ordinances. 
This indeed 1s a Riddle to carnal Men; but many a 
 gractous Soul doth underſtand -it by. inward Senſe and 
Feelmg, without which it cannot be-underitood, P/z/. 
34. 8. Taft ard ſee, ſaith: the Plalmiit. That indeed is 
the method of knowing this Spiritual privilege and 
exerciſe. What 1s Prayer, Praiſe, Singing, Hearing, Par-. 
_ ticipation- of Sacraments when anly and ſpiritually 
Pradtiſed; but Communion'with God? Fhou fhalt come 
ro me, faith ' God, where my+ name 1s recorded, and. I 
will come and meet thee there. Thou ſhalt Call and 
F wifl Anſwer thee, 1will ſpeak and thou ſhalt hear me, 
thou fhalt bewail thy, Weakneſs, and I: will help thy 
lnfirmitics,, 


; I J 
Inſirmities, thou ſhalt bemoan thy ſelf under Aſtliction, 
and I will piry thee, thou ſhalt call upon me in time 
- of trouble, I will dcliver thee, thou ſhalt vent thy de- 
fires to me, I will fatisfhe them, thou thalt truſt in me, 
E will not fail thee, thou ſhalt Hunger and Thirſt, 1 
will feed thee with Bread and Wine, which is Mear 
indced, and Drums indeed 3 I will hear thy Prayers, I 
will accept thy Oticrings, I will refolve thy doubts, [ 
will ſcatter thy tears, 1 will make known my Mind to 
thee, I will teach thee to profic, I will lift up upon thee 
the Light of my Countenance, I will ſhed abroad my 
Love in thy Heart, I will fatishe thee with the joy of 
my Salvation, and gtve thee everlaſting Conſolation and 
go0d hope through Grace. Thus will I come unto 
thee, where thou rcecordeſt my Name. O- Bletled arc 
they to whom the Lord will thus come. Pſal. 65. 4. 
Bleſſed is the Mun won tho: chooſeſt and cauſejt to approach 
unto thee, that he may dwell in thy Courts, we fhall beſatis- 
fied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even of thy holy Tert- 
ple. This is one part of the Pronutſc. 

Q. I hat 1s it ig bleſs thees 
A. This is the other part of the Promiſe. Blefling 
and Curting bclong to God, Life- and Death, Good 
and Evil arc in his Hands. Bulak thought verily con- 
cerning Baſzezr the Sorcerer that he whom Baluaz: 
Bleſted was Bleficd, and he whom Balaam Curled was 
Curſed, Numb. 22. 6, but was ſoon confuted. Bilaane 
had a good mind to Curſe, tor he loved the wages of 
Unrighteouſncis ; but he coul4 not, he durſt not. How 
can I Curſe whom the Lord hath not Curſed £ Ciiap. 23. 8. 
Men- may Bleſs and Curſe in Word, but God only in 
Deed. His Bemedicere is Benefacere, hisBleiling is Effectu- 
al, he faith and doth, he ſaid, Let there be Iight, and 
there was light, Gen. 1. And heſaid again, Math. 21. ty. 
| Leb 
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Let no fruit grow on thee hence-forward for ever, and 
preſently the. Fig-Irce withred away. Now the Bleſlings 
of God are of two ſorts, Spiritual, Eph. 1. 3. and Tem- 
poral, Det. 28. 2, 3. &c. God ſpeaketh here in gene- 
ral, I will Bleſs thee, which excludeth neither ; both 
ſorts are annexed and promiſed to the ſolemn ſerious 
Praftice of the Worſhip and Ordinances of God. 

1. Spiritual Bleſlings relating to our Souls and our 
Spiritual State, as ſaving Converſion from Sin to God, 
AdFs 3.26. God ſent his Son Jeſus to bleſs you, in turn- 
ing every one of you from your sniquities. With all the 
Concomitants and Conſequences thereof, as forgiveneſs 
of Sin, Juſtification, Adoption, Intereſt in Chriſt and 
the Covenant of God, continuance and perſeverance in 
Grace, Growth, Proficience and Edification in Grace, 
Mortification of Sin, ſtrength againſt Sin, and Temp- 
tation, &*c. All is God's Bleſſing. Now though God 
can convey and communicate theſe Bleſſings either 
without means or by. other means, as by Education, 
Counſel, Example, Converſation with Friends, Pro- 
vidences of Mercy, or Chaſtiſements, and many times 
doth ſo, yet ordinarily God's Ordinances are the means 
whereby to obtain theſe Bleſſings. They that wait on 
them may more hopefully expe& the Bleſſing, as havin 
the encouragement of God's Promiſe, Pſal. 84. 4. Blef 
ſed are they that dwell in thy houſe. Then verſe 11. The 
Lord will give Grace. Prov. 8. 34. Bleſſed is the. Man that 
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the 
poſt of my doors. Rom. 10. 17. Faith cometh by hearing. 
1 Cor. I. 21. {t pleaſeth God by the fooliſhneſs of Preach- 


ing to ſave them that believe. Therefore, ſaith Chriſt, 


Luke 16. 31. If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets nei- 


ther will they be perſwaded though one roſe from the dead. 
If 
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If the Word will not, Miracles cannot convert Sinners. 
\ 2. Temporal Bletlings as ſafety from Evils. The So- 
lemnity oft the Aflemblies of God's People, Worſhip- 
ping him according to God's Word, in Spirit and Truth 
1s the greatelt ſecurity from Judgments to thoſe that fre- 
quentthem, and to the places where they are kept, Iſa. 33. 
20. Look upon Lion, the City of our Solemmities; thine eyes 
ſhall ſee Jeruſalem a quiet habitation. Then verſe 24. 
The inhabitant ſhall not ſay, I am ſick; the people that 
dwell therein ſhall be forgiven their iniquity. Pfal. 27. 
4, 5. One thing have 1 deſired of the Lord, that I will 
ſeek after, that I may awell in the houſe of the Lord all 
the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and 
to enquire in his lemple, for in. the time of trouble he ſhall 
hide me in his pavilion. The SanCtuary was accounted 
a place of Refuge, therefore did Adonijah for fear of 
Solomon flee to the Horns of the Altar, x King 1. 50. And 
Joab for the ſame Reaſon did ſo too, 1 King 2. 28. So al- 
ſo poſitive temporal Bleſſings are promiſed, Pal. 84. r, 4. 
with verſe 11. No good thing will God withhold. Levit. 
26. 2, 3, 4, 5- Te ſhall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my 
SanFuary, then I will give you Rain in due ſeaſon, and 
the land ſhall yield her encreaſe, &c. Perſonal and F amily 
Bleſſings, as 2 Samr. 6. 11. The Ark of the Lord continued 
in the houſe of Obed-Edom the Gittite three Months, and- 
the Lord bleſſed Obed-Edom and all his houſhold. Publick 
Bleſſings, 2 Chrov. 13. 8,9, 10, 12, &c. Pſal. 20. 2. Which 
is a Prayer for the King, The Lord ſend thee help from 
the SanFuary, and ſtrengthen thee out of Sion. Hence God 
ordained the Prieſts the Adminiſtrators of God's Ordi- 


* nances to blefs the People, Numb. 6. 23, 24. Speak un- 


to Aaron and to his Sons, ſaying, On this wiſe ſhall ye 
bleſs the Children of Iſrael , ſaying unto them, The Lord 
bleſs thee und heep thee, the Lord make his face to ſhine 


upon 
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pon thee and be gracious unto thee, the Lord liſt up his 
Conntonance upon thee, and grove thee peace; And they ſhall 
pit my Name upor the Childrea of Ijracl, and Þ will blefs 
I 12741, 

Thus far concerning the Doctrinal part of the Text, 
the Application followecth. 

Arpl. 1. Then the place where God's Orginances arc 
diſpenſed, 1s no prejudice to God's owning of his 
Pcople. meeting and bleſhng them in ther Aftem- 
blics. Whether ſech-places be ſtately Tempies; as our 
publick Churches, or meaner places ot meeting, as chis 
1S, and many much worſe. Whether the Altar be of 
Earth, as here verſe-24. or of Stone, as verſe 25. or of 
Gold as in Selomon's Days, all. 1s one to God. It 1s 
the recording of God's Name , the Solemnizing of his 
true an pure Worſhip; and inſtituted Ordinances, which 
God hathreſpec to, when he ſaith, I will come unto thee, 
and I will blefs thee. Where theſe are, let none think 
that God is not there, becauſe there 1sno external Pomp 
or carnal Ornaments. Judge not of Spiritual things by 
a carnal Eye. God's Solemn Worthip 1s the Worſhip 
of the Sovl, God's Ordinances, are to work upon the 


- Hearts and Spirits of Men. And what doth a place 


tignifie - to that either Pro or Con? Have we a trae Mi- 
nittry Orthogos 1n Faith, duely called, inſtructed with 
Gitts, tor the work of the Nimittry, and fct aparrby 
Faſting and. Prayer, and laving on of Hands according 
to the holy Scriptures? Have we God's Ordinances, his 
own holy Inftitntions duly diſpenſed, without Sinful or 
juſtly ſuſpected Mixtures and Corruptions of Mans In- 


vention? Whatever the place of this Vaniſtration be, - 


we may be encouragcd to lock for God's Performance 
of his Promiſe. here in the Text. When Jeſus Chrift was 
n the Fleſh, we Read he Preached otc in- the Temple; 
and 
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-3nd oft in the Synagogues, and alſo in a private Houſe, 
_ Mark2.1, 2. He came to Capernanwr, and it was noiſed that 
he was in the houſe,. end ſireight way many were gathered to- 
gether,  inſommch that there was no room to receive them, no 
rot 2 _ 4s about the door, and he preached the word un- 
to them. And ſometimes Sub Dio as upon a Mountain, 
where he Preached his . famous Sermon, Metth. 5.6, 7. 
-Chap.. Sow etizes ſtanding or fitting on a Ship, and the peo- 
ple ox the ſbore, Matth. 13. 1, 2. In the primitive times 
the Chriſtians being under the perſecution of Heathen Em- 
-perours, were glad of any mean, obſcure, private places 
-- wherein to meet, having Pions Holy Miniſters to diſ- 
-penſe the Ordinances of Chriſt to them, where God met 
them and bleſled them with great eencreaſe of Converts, 
notwithſtanding the ſeyerity of Perſecution , whence 
'that known ſaying, Sangnir Martyruze Semen Etcleſse, the 
Blood of the Martyrs was the Seed - of the Church. 
Like the Iſraelites in Egypt, Exod. 1. 12. The more they 
ere affiiffed the more they multiplied. But when the Em- 
.perours became Chriſtian, they greatly encouraged: Chri- 
Flgn Religion, and built Temples and indowed them, fo 
-as the Church grew rich in the World, -but through the 
:Corruptions of Men, this turned to the Churches preju- 
xice; for then Pride, Covetouſnelſs, Envy, Ambition, Con- 
'tention and Tyranny invaded the Clergy, the Church- 
men, and the Man of Sin, the Antichriſt. of Rowe began 
-to appear, and by degrees aſcended the Chair of Supre- 
anacy and 'TyrannicalDomination, which he poſſeſſeth and 
uſurpeth to this Day, maintaining it by Bloody inhumane 
-Perſecution, by . abominable Idolatry- and Superſtition. 
Which Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory expreflſeth thus, Religio peperit 
Divitias, & filia devorabat Matrem, Religion brought 
Forth Riches, and the Daughter deyoured the Mother. 

' :So as it was ſaid of thoſe times and diverſe NET of he 
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Ehurcls comparing them together, that it was. much bet-. 
ter nh the _—_ in nr of its ſpiritual: State, when 
it had Woodden Chatlices, but Golden Preilts; . than it was 
2fterwards when the Churgh had Golden Chalices, . but 

Woodden Prieſts. | 

I would not be miſtaken , let none think. that I ha 
ſpoken a word to the Derogation of the Honour of thoſe 
Stately, Magnificent and Sumptuous Structures, our pub- 
kck Churches, which the Chriſtian Piety and. Liberalicy 
of former Ages Ere&ed for the convenient Aflembling af 
particular Congregations in their. Parochial Diſtrigs e- 
very Sabbath Day, together with their.indowments. No, 
no. Bleſſkd be God, who hath made ſuch Provifion for 
his Church,  and-for his Solemn Warſhip. Had:we the 
liberty of thoſe places, we ſhould ſeek no other : But theſe 
Doors being ſhut againſt us, it is our neceſſity and not our | 
choice toWorſhip God as conveniently as wecan in meaner 

places with a good'Conſcience. L: ery 
Yet in theſe meaner places, Ethtnk: we aught to havere- 
'gard to God, to his Worſhip, and Church, and build inſome 
meaſure anſwerable and becoming, according toour ability. 
'T cannot cenfure as ſome do, but muſt commend this Con- 
gregation that they have at ſo great charge erredted this 
 Jarge, ſpacious Meeting-Place, and adorned it both: without 
and within. It is no other than what becomethy the uſe 
to which it is deſigned. It isbut reaſonable that an houſe 
for God, and his Solemn Service ſhould equal, if not ex-- 
ceed our own Habitation, Mal. 1. 8. If ze offer the blind 


for Sacrifice, is it not evil>: And if ye offer the lame and ſick, 


is it not evil ? offer it now unto thy Governour, will he be plea- 
fed with it, or acceptthy Perſox, faith the Lord of _— ? And 
verle 14. Curſed be the deceiver, which hath in his flack.a 
Male, and Voweth and Sacrificeth unto the Lord a 2 
#hing : Far I am a great King, ſaith the Lord of Hoſt. + 
| aith. 
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faith "holy David, 2Saz. 7. 2. See now, I dwell in « honſe 
of Cedar, but the Ark of God dwelleth within Curtains, He 
thought that. was very uncomely that he ſhould dwell * 
in a better :Houſe than the Ark of God, therefore he 
thought of Building an Houle for God. And verſe 3. Na- 
#hax the Prophet approved of David's delign, and ſaid to 
David, Do all that is in thy heart; for the Lord is with thee. + 
And tho' God would not let David build him an Houſe 
for a particular Reaſon, 1 Chroz. 22. 8.-28. 3. Becauſe he 
had ſhed mnch Blood, yet God accepted Dawid's defere 
and deſegr: to build God on houſe. '2 Chron. 6. 8. The Lord 
faid to David, foraſmuch as it was in thine heart to build 
an houſe for my. Name, thou didſb well that. it. was .in thy 
heart. And though David did not build the Houſe, yet 
he made very great preparation for it, as we Read 1 Chr. 
-29--2, 3, 4- And he giveth a ſufficientReafon of the great 
charge he was at. Verle 1. For this houſe is not for Man, 
. but for the Lord God. The ſame Reaſon doth Solomon al- 
ſo give for his Building a Magnificent Houſe, 2 Chr. 2. 15. 
The houſe which I build ts great, for great is our God above 
af Gods. Which Argument is not Ceremonial - but Mo- 
ral, and ſhould prevail as well with us, as with-them, and 
hath prevailed: And I hope that God will accept this 
at your: hand, and will ſee that ye be.no loſers by what 
you . have done, no, not fn this World, Lake 7. 5, 6. 
When they- told Jeſus that the Certwrion Loved the Few- 
5 Nation, and had built them a Synagogue, Jeſus then 
without any.:delay, went to heal the Certurion's Servant.” 
If you have in the fincerity of your. Hearts, out of pure 
reſpe& to God, and his Worſhip, and Zeal, for the Spi- 
ritual good -of your own and others Souls, freely and 
chearfully -contributed to the building of this very con- 
venient :and ſuitable. Houſe , I doubt not to. ſay to 
you, You may with good encouragement read and 
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apply what God ſaith co the returned Captives, Hage. 
2. 18, 19. Conſider now from this day and apward from he 
four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even from the 
day that the Foundation of the Lords Temple was Iaid. Con-. 
feder it. Is the ſeed yet im the barn ? Tea as yet the Vine and. 
the Fig-Tree, and the Pome-granate, and the Olive-Iree bath 
ot brought forth ; from this day will Thleſs you. Z%? 
- - Here I will venture to ſpeak another word u | 
Subject. Seeing this Houſe 1s builtfor God, for his ſolemn 
Worſhip, and dedicated to Religious Ufe. Itis ſurely a 
neſtion worthy your ſerious contideration, viz. Whether 
or any reaton which may hereafter fall out; you may a- 
lenate it and convert it to common uſe > You nuſtknow, 
this Houfe is not like that in which you have recorded 
God's Name twelve or thirteen Years laſt paſt. That was 
but like St. Paxl's, AFs 28. 30, 3h. viz. Your own hired 
Houſe, whereof you had the uſe; but wherein you had. 
not a Propriety and ſo could not dedicate « to God be--- 
yoad:your Leaſe. But this isyour own Propriety {- 
ed with your own Money, and built at your own and 
Charge, and fo you have power to.diſpoſe of it :- And if 
you dedicate thisHouſe once toGod,do you not transfer the 
Right from your ſelyes toGod? If then you fhallat any time. . 
hereafter reſume it again,'to convert it to.common uſefor. - 
_ your Worldly Intereſt, may not God call it Robbing hum? 
trmay poltbly ſocome te-paſs, whereof paſt experience is 
a convuicing Argument, that you may not be ſuffered by 
the Magiſtrate to uſe it as you do-this Day. If any for 
your fo uſing i, ſhall eonfilcare this ptzce to publick eivil 
Ute, Ip widerier, but we know there are other pious Uſes 
jor which. Charity is to be exercifed. The Poor (faith - 
Elhriſt) Mareh. 26. 12. ye have always with you. It behoveth 
wo to mannage our felves, and thisaffair, thatthe _ | 
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of :the Apolt'c, Roav. 2. 22. may not reproach us. Thoil 
that abhorreſt Idols doſt thou commit Sacrilege. . 

Appl. 2. When ever we come.where God reconds his 
Name, think-we, we are now ia the Tabernacle of. 
Meeting, where we meet not only one. with -another, 
but all with God; we--are all betore the preſence, the 
fpecial ſolemn Preſence of the glorious God (as Corzeli- 
#s. told Peter, who according to the Word of the An- 

el, was to tell him what he ought to do, A@s 10. 32. - 
Ve are all here preſent before God to hear all things that 
are commanded thee of God, whoſe train of Angels filleth - 
the place of our Congregation. ' And then what Reve-: 
rence and Godly fear, what Humility and felf-Abafement, 
what Modeſty and'Seriouſneſs, whatattention of Ear, and:- 
intention of Mind would become- us? How careful- 
and obfervant are-we of our demeanour before great Men.; 
before: Kings,- or Princes, or Perfons of Honour ?. much 
more. ought we to charge. our ſelves: with becoming 
behaviour, both of our outward and inward Man, 
beforethe great God, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
1 Cor. 6. 20. Glorifie God in your body and in your ſpirit which 
are God's. . Wereadof Jacob, when he went to Padan A- 
ram, Gen. 28. 12, 13. He by the- way ſlept and dream- 
ed, and behold a Laader ſet wupon the Earth, and the top 
of it reached to Heaven ;,. And behold the Angels of God 
aſcending and deſcending on it. . And the Lord ſtood above 
it. And ver. 16. Jacob awaked and ſaid, Swrely the Lord 
is in this plate. And: he was afraid and ſaid, How diread- + 
fidd is this pluce! This is none other but the houſe of God, 
and thrs is the gate of- Heaven. And he called: tie name 
of that place Bethel, that is, The Houſe of God. - Suchap- 
prehenſiens of God's preſence and ſuch -affe&ions to- 
wards Him ought we to have when we-come”where =— 
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*Name is recorded ; for that place is Befhel. "Did we ap- 
prehend this, could we talk, or laugh, or indulge our 
1clves to fleep, or give liberty .to wandringeyes, thoughts 
.or affe&tion. Yea, could we think .(unlels the Body re- 
.quire it, and. then God will have Mercy and not. Sacri- 
tice) that covering the .Head under the Word Read 'or 
Preached, or fitting on-our Seats .at Prayer, or at the 
Bleſſing were a becoming poſture. We ought to avoid 
Superſtition, yet not to flee. ſo far trom.it, as to run 
into. Prophaneneſs. 1/2. 66. 1, 2. God clotheth himſelf 
with Majeſty, and then ſpeaks ſlightly of Solomon's Mag- 
nificent Temple, Heaven is my Throne, and Earth is my 
Footſtool, Where is the houſe that. ye buald unto me, and 
.where 'is the :place of my rejf* Then ver. 2. tells them, 
who:it.is. that he will eſpecially regard, even Him #hat 
is poor and. of a contrite Spirit and trembleth at my word. 

 .Appl. 3. What a glorious privilege and bappy advan- 
tage is it to have our lot- and Station where God doth 
:record his Name? If. the gracious preſence of God with 
us, the powerful influences of his —_ upon. us, Fel- \ 

Jlowſhip and Communion with him be valuable and-de- 
firable in .our Judgment, ſ@ ſhould the places be where 
God doth record his Name. It 3s infinite dignation -on 
'God's part to come to us, and to. admit us to-Com- 
munion with him, 1 Kavgs 8. 27. Will God indeed, ſaith 
Solomon, dwell on the Earth 2 Behold the Heawen and Hea- 
wen of Heavens cannot contain thee: how much leſs this houſe 
#hat I have built * It was J1ſraeks privilege above all 
other Nations, Pſal. 147. x9, 20. He fheweth his word un- 
to Jacob——He hath not dealt ſo with any Natien——T his is 
the Crown andGlory-of all other Bleſlings, Pſal. 144. ult 
Happy are the people that are in ſuch a caſe. (viz. As is 
deſcribed,. Verſe 12. 13, I4. Tea happy is that people whe 
; | | __ Gad 
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God is the Lord. And this is a recompence for all other-. 
crofles, Iſa. 30. 20, 21. Though the Lord give you the 
bread of adverſity, and the water of afflidion; yet ſhall not 
thy teachers be removed inta a corner any more; but thine 
ezes ſhall: ſee thy teachers ;- and thine ears ſhall hear a word. 
behind thee, ſaying, This is the way walk- ye init» The. 
Faith and- Coalideration -whereot ſhould make us not 
only willing but very defirous and glad to go. to the 
Houſe of the-Lord, and ſtir up: in us fuch afte&ions as. 
David; had towards the place where God's Name was 
recorded, Pſal. 42. 63;84; | | 

On the other 1ide,, what-a miſerable State are they in: 
among whom - God doth not record his Name. . God - 
cometh not to them nor blefſeth them, Joſh. 22. 19. Phi-- 
zebas and the reſt of the Princes, fent fronr the Ten 
Tribes to the two Tribes, do by thofe' words intimate 
that that Land is-unclean where is no Altar,” no Place 
where God's Name 1s recorded. What a'ſad- and wo- 
ful Day: would it be with us, if God ſhoukd: take from : 
us the Records of his: Name, the Teftimonies of his Pre- 
fence, the Diſpenſation of his Ordinances: : Fhen might 
we take up the words of the Wife of Phinehas, 1 Saw. . 
4+ 21, 22. when ſhe -named her Child E54bsd, and ſaid, 
The glory is departed from- Iſraet, for the Ark of God is 
taken. Or: take up the-Prophets Lamentation, Lamezt. 
2. 6, 7. The Lord hath violently taken away his Taberna- 
cle, he hath deſtroyed his places of the Aſſembly. The Lord hath + 
cauſed * his —_— Fedfs and Sabbaths to be forgotten in 


Zion. The Lord hath caſt off his Altar, he hath 'abhor- 
red his San#uary,. &c. This indeed would be:matter of . 
fad Lamentation, the Lord grant that we may never - 
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Appl. 4. Let us not ſatisfie our: ſelves that we have 


- built this Houſe for God, for his folemn Worſhip, where 
his. Name may be  recarded. Thus 1s not our whole 
Duty, nay, 'tis but a. ſmall part thereof. God expedts 
that we prepare him another Habitation, even our 
Hearts, 2 Cor. 6. 16. .1e are the Temple of the Irving God, 
as God bath ſaid, I will dwell mm them. And 2 Cor. 3.16. 
Know ye not that ye are the Temple of God, and. that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you? Know ye note Ye ought 
to know, full aſſurance 1s your Duty, Heb 6. 11. Ie are 
concerned to know. For Rom. 8. g. If «ny Mar. hath not the 
. Opirit of. Chriſt, he is none of his. .2 COr. 13. 5. Know ye not 
that Feſub. =>" is. in y0u, except ye be Reprobatese This 
Spiritual Houſe ought to be the end. of: this material 
.Houſe ; charge we our ſelves ſo to improve the records 
of God's Name here, his Ordinances induſtrioully, faith- 
Fully, conſciencouſly, that we may our ſelves become an 
holy Temple, an Habitation. of God through the Spi- 
'rit, elſe we ſhall, (olewn .& operam perdere) loſe all the 
- coſt, charge, and pains we have been at in building this 
Houſe; but. what. a bleſled account. will all our charge 
. turn to, if this be. the fruit and conſequent thereof. 
Would it not:be a glorious privilege, that the moſt High 
God ſhould. have. a propriety. in us as his.owa?.. That 
-what :Chriſt hath purchaſed by his Blood; he might 
poſſeſs by-his. Spirit? | If he enters: into-us, and dwelleth 
. In us, he will Sandifie and Beautifie 'his Habitation, be 
will rule and. gavern there, he will deſtroy the Domi- 
-nion of Sin. and. Satan, and caft them out, he will re- 
fair his Habitation when .decaied, will never forſake his 
:Houſe. This is my reſt for ever, here will | dwell. Yea, 
Rom. 8. 11. If the - Spirit of bim that raiſed up Jeſus from 
the dead dwell in you, he that raiſed np Chriſt from the dead, 
| . ſhall 
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\fball alſo quicken your ntortal Bodies by his Spirit which 


'awelleth iz: 50x. Otrhen let ns hear and anſwer the Pſal- 
miſt; Pſal. 24. 7, 9. Lift wp your heats, O ye Gates, and 
be ye lifteil up ye everlaſting Doors, and the King of Glory 
Yall com: in. It is repeated, beciuſe we are backward 
to hear. Enquire, who 1s this King of Glory? The 
Lord flrong and mighty, the Lord of Hoſt, he is the King of 
Glory. Can we have 'a more chonourable Inhabitant ? 
Queſt. How ſballwe get this Trhabitaiit into us? b 
Huſw. '1. Beg this of God, 'the Spirit is his gift, Heb. 
6.4. John. 4- 10. with veife 14. As 2. 33. God pro- 
'thifeth his Spirit, Ezek. 36. 27. I will put my Spirit with- 
3s you, Yer aldeth verfe 37. IT will 'be inquired of 
Vy Me horſe of Iſrael to do it for them. So Luke 11. 13. 


. Tour Herverly Father will grove the 'boly Spirit to then 


hat ark bin. | 

2. Attend ſerioufly and confcienciouſly on ſuch means 
as through which God hath promiſed and doth ordi- 
narily communicate his Spirit, and that is chiefly the 
Miniſtry of the Word , which is therefore called the 
Wordof his Grace, As 20. 32. Word of Life, Phil. 2. 16. 
Salvation it ſelf, AFs 28. 28. Hence, Gal. 3. 2. Recei- 
ved ye the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by the hear- 
ing of Faith? And As 10. 44. Theholy Ghoſt fell on them 
that heard the Word. Hear it as the Word of God, and 
apply it as ſpoken to thee, 1 Theſ. 2. 13. 2 Cor. 5. 20. 

3- Take heed of ſhnttmg the Doot of thy Heart a- 
gainſt the Spirit, when he offers to enter in, Rev. 3. 
20. Behold I ftand at the door and knack, Chriſt knocks 
by his Spirit at the door of our Hearts Do we not oft 
experience this, by Convictions, BEpOOS, SONS, 
Thirexrnmegs, Chaltiſements, "@&c. Firſt more gently, 


then louder ; and he calleth as wal bh knocketh, If any 


E Man 


| 3 9, 10., It 
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man hear my Voice, &C- as Iſa. 30. 21. When God faith, 
He that hath cdgs .te;hear, let him hear, ſay thou as 1 Savr. 
kabould we open the Door; but if we 
arden our Heart, quench the Spirit, 


oP our 'Eax, + | 
> {title ts motions; What is this but- to tura the Holy 
*Ghoſt our of Doors, and to ſay to the Almighty, de- 


part from us ? which is very dangerous, Prov. I- 24, 25. 
&*c. But, if we will comply with theſe motions, and treat 
the Spitfit of God kindly, and yield to his drawings, 
then he will come into us and Sup -with us, - &c. Will 
dwell with us, within us, and we ſhall be his. Habita- 
tion; and we may be aſſured God will build us an. 


Houle, as 1 Chr. 17. 1c. When this Synagogue which 


ye have built ſhall be demoliſhed, - and . the Earthly 
houſe of the Tabernacle of our Bodies be diffolved, we 
ſhall have a building of God, an houſe not madewith 
hands eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. 5. 1. 


